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Homecoming 2018  

K-12 Student Body 

 

Litchfield schools and the board of education recognized a very familiar individual to the 

Litchfield community and surrounding area at the first home football game on August 31st. 

Todd Wardyn resigned his position on the school board this last June after serving for 

over 16-years in various rolls within the Litchfield school board.  He has led the board 

through several decisions including being a big  supporter to the start and continued 

growth of the Ansley-Litchfield COOP. 

 

Todd not only led in the board room, but he led by 

example.  He spent years reviewing the budgets, lev-

ies, and negotiating during the week; then poured 

concrete for the playground or track facilities while 

giving up his weekends or evenings for the good of 

our children and community.  Todd and his wife  

Darlene, have also donated meat to the school lunch 

program.  

 

Todd Wardyn epitomizes the type of leadership we 

value in small communities across Nebraska.  Thank 

you Todd, and your wife Darlene, for 16-years of ser-

vice and commitment to the Litchfield schools and 

community. 

 

TODD WARDYN RECOGNIZED FOR YEARS OF SERVICE 

Litchfield Superintendent, Wade Finley 

presents years of service plaque to Todd 

Wardyn 



KRATZER RETURNS TO LITCHFIELD TO STUDENT TEACH 

By Kiera Fulmer 

Mr. Nolan Kratzer graduated from Litchfield High 

School and has returned to complete his student 

teaching experience in Physical Education. He went 

to UNK and got a Bachelor’s degree in Athletic 

Training and continued his studies at Hastings 

College and will get a Master’s of Arts Degree in 

Education with an emphasis in PK-12 PE. 

Nolan enjoys helping people grow and learn, as well 

as helping them staying active. He also enjoys  

staying active through sports and competitive 

events. Nolan said he picked Physical Education as 

it was a way to combine his skills and interests  

together.” He will be student teaching in PE with 

Mr. Blauvelt and helping coach football. 

Mr. Kratzer is looking forward to a few things dur-

ing this semester here at Litchfield. First he can’t 

wait to student teach  under Mr. Blauvelt and learn 

how he does things. He wants to see how he  

transitions from 

class to class and 

grade level to grade 

level because he 

was never able to 

observe any K-12 

PE teachers in  

college. The second 

thing he is looking 

forward to is getting 

to know all of the 

students and having as much fun as he can this first 

semester.  

He grew up and graduated from Litchfield. His  

hobbies include spending time outdoors either 

hunting or fishing and playing sports. He also  

enjoys following the Huskers and tries to watch as 

many of their games that he can. His parents are 

Brent and Barb Kratzer and he has two younger 

sisters; Kaitlin and Meghan.  Welcome back to  

Litchfield Nolan.   
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Homecoming Week lunch game pictures 

Photos courtesy of Litchfield Photography class 



HOME-
COMING 

2018 

By Marrisa Zentz   

 This year Litchfield had an amazing Homecoming.  One 

of the things that made Homecoming fun was the Homecoming 

dress-up days. These days were as follows; Monday: Decade Day, 

Tuesday: Rancher/Farmer Day, Wednesday: Superhero Day, 

Thursday: Beach/Tropical Day, and Friday was Spartan Spirit 

Day!  These days were decided by the Ansley-Litchfield Cheer-

leaders. The FBLA group provided lunch activities included class 

competitions and games each day. The different games each day 

were water race, doughnut eating race, and plunger race.  The 

junior class were the winners of Mondays water bucket race. This 

competition had the students race between water buckets to fill 

their empty bucket with a leaky cup. Another fun activity was the 

plunger race in which teams raced the length of the gym floor on 

scooters and the only thing they could use to move was the 

plungers.  Students enjoyed the donut eating race as they had to 

eat a donut as fast as they could, without using their hands. Fri-

day was a shortened day so staff and students could attend the 

pep rally. The pep rally was for both Ansley and Litchfield, we all 

met in Mason city. There were lots of games and skits for the fall 

sports teams and cheerleaders. Both Litchfield and Ansley school 

bands played during the pep rally.   

Another part of what made Homecoming amazing was 

the fact that our Ansley-Litchfield Football boys beat the Cam-

bridge Trojans with an undefeated score of 3-0.  After the victori-

ous game our Spartans played, the Ansley-Litchfield High School 

Seniors walked down the field and lined up to be announced ei-

ther King or Queen.  The King and Queen of Litchfield were 

Christopher Paitz and Siarah Willenberg.  The King and Queen of 

Ansley were Justin Bailey and Falan Ryan. The Prince and Prin-

cess of Ansley were Ethan Samuelson and Kennedy Berke  After 

the Ansley-Litchfield Royalty were announced and pictures were 

taken, everyone headed up to the Litchfield Old Gym and danced 

the night away.   

DRESS UP DAY  PICTURES 

FARMER DAY 

SPARTAN DAY 

BEACH DAY 

 

SUPER-HERO DAY 

Left: Homecoming Royalty: 
Siarah Willenberg, Queen, 
Christopher Paitz, King, Noah 
Reitz and Collyn Cole, Crown-
bearers 
 
Photos courtesy of Litchfield HS 
photography class 

  



HOMECOMING 2018 

Pictures from homecoming week dress 

up days and lunch games 

 

DID YOU KNOW?? 

The Litchfield FBLA and FFA student organizations are kicking off 

their service work with the annual food drive on October 31st. The 

students from both organizations will combine efforts for the  

annual food drive with collections going to support the Litchfield-

Back Pack Program and local food pantry. Students will be going 

house to house in Litchfield, Mason City, and Hazard to collect 

non-perishable items for both of these programs.  The goal is to 

collect 500 items and 500 lbs of food. 

Anyone who would like to donate will need to leave their porch  

light on or leave the items in a box or sack by the front door on  

October 31st.  Items can also be brought to the high school office 

or JJ’s Café.  All items will be collected and weighed on November 

1st. Monetary donations will also be accepted to buy needed items 

for both the back-pack program and local pantry.  Any questions 

can be directed to Lynette Finley at the high school or by emailing 

lynette.finley@litchfieldps.org 

 

T 
he excitement that  a school 

homecoming brings to the 

school and community 

sometimes carries more 

meaning and emotion in a small town.  

This month the newsletter staff wanted 

to  remind the readers what past  

homecomings in Litchfield were like 

with a blast from the past. 

Students looked for past homecoming 

king and queen.  1970 was as far back 

as we could find and that year Vicky 

Brewer and John Bacus were the 

homecoming king and queen.  Marvin 

and Vicky got married and are still 

living in Litchfield. 

Other traditions of homecoming that 

were discovered were 

FBLA/FFA HALLOWEEN FOOD DRIVE 

82% of the Litchfield 7-12 students are involved in ei-
ther FFA or FBLA student organizations.  35% of the 
students are involved in both clubs. 
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Beach day 

Water transfer game 

Spartan Day  

Homecoming tidbits from the past… 

Pep Club used to sponsor the Homecoming dance.  

Litchfield did not have cheerleaders. 

In order to be able to get king or queen, you had to be out for volleyball or 

football. The rule got changed when there was only one senior girl out for 

volleyball. 

You also could be homecoming and prom queen that same year but they 
changed it because people did not like that one person could get both, as what 
happened in 1966.  



The Litchfield FBLA Chapter 

held the beginning of year 

recruitment party on August 

24th at the football field.  

Twenty four students 

attended the event.  

Students enjoyed root beer 

floats and an assortment of 

games and competitions.  

The 2018-19 FBLA chapter 

currently has 26 members.   

The chapter members and 

officers have been busy 

already this year setting up 

fundraisers and school 

service events.  The reading 

buddies program will begin 

in September in which high 

school members will mentor 

an elementary student and 

spend time with them either 

reading or working on study 

skills.  

The FBLA chapter had their 

first regular meeting on 

August 29th with 17 

members present.  During 

this meeting the members 

learned the proper order of  

a meeting, how to make and 

approve motions, and how to 

vote on agenda items.  

Upcoming activities include 

the officer team attending 

Fall Leadership Convention 

on September 25th in 

Kearney. 

 

FBLA RECUITMENT PARTY AND MONTHLY 
UPDATE 
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Hailey Zentz 
Beach Day 

Kinzlie McAuliff 

Decade Day 

Kaylee Rhode 
Farmer & Rancher 
Day 

8
th

  g
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d
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Katherine Paitz 

Beach Day 

 

Sophomores 

Sydnee Sweley 

Decade Day 

Derik Linden 

Farmer & Rancher 



  

I Believe in the Future of Agriculture Campaign 

 

The 'I Believe in the Future of Agriculture' campaign through the Nebraska FFA Foundation has 

begun.  All donations to the foundation return to the local chapters.  If you would like to make a tax-

deductible contribution, please contact Mr. Johnson.  The Litchfield FFA will also begin the annual Fruit 

Sales on October 15th.  This is a big fundraiser for us and we appreciate the community support we have 

received.  If you would like to buy something please contact Mr. Johnson at the school and he will make 

sure one of the students visits you.    

 

 



Principal Report 

Matt Drew 

9.17.18 

1. P/T Conferences Thursday 4:00-7:00 PM. 
a. Friday Professional Development- ESU and ELA Alignment 

2. Field Trips 
a. State Fair 
b. ¾ Fish Hatchery and Fort Hartsuff 
c. Mr. Johnson taking class Ward Laboratories 

3. Fall NWEA testing complete 
4. Still waiting on State Testing Results 

a. Do have ACT 
5. Strive and Class Intercom 
6. Response to the Weight Room 

a. Roughly 10 families have contacted the school expressing interest in joining 

            
           
        
    
    
    
    
    
     
          

        
 Full Name: Siarah Jo Willenberg 

 Birthday: 9/5/2000 

 Nickname: “C”  

 Hometown: Mason City 

 Favorite Movie: The Outsiders 

 Favorite Teacher: Mrs. Finley 

 Favorite Subject: Science 

 Extra Activities: Volleyball  

 Favorite Color: Light Blue 

 Favorite Book: The Great Gatsby     
 Favorite Song: The Breakup Song by Francesca Battistelli 

 Favorite T.V. Show: Reba 

 Favorite Hangout: Home 

        Most Prized Possession: Dogs  

        Favorite High School Memory- Doing Go Kart concessions 

Siarah’s future plans after high school entail going to college.  She is undecided with a major at this point.  
Good Luck Siarah! 
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On September 6th, the third and fourth graders 

adventured out on an amazing field trip opportunity.  

The students first traveled to the Calamus Fish Hatchery, 

just north of Burwell. The students learned about the 

process of how many of the fish in our lakes are raised 

and released, not just for sport fishing but to keep the 

balance in the ecology of the lakes.  Charlie, our guide, 

talked a lot about the math skills that you need to have to 

work at a fish hatchery.  For example, calculating the 

right amount of food for a fish to be a certain length by a 

certain time.  

From the fish hatchery we ventured south to Fort 

Hartsuff.  Fort Hartsuff is a frontier military fort that was 

active from 1874-1881. The fort was built and operated to protect traveler heading to the Black 

Hills searching for gold.  When the Nebraska games and parks began restoring the Fort, part of 

every original building was still standing.  We started our tour of the Fort by talking with Mary 

who sent us out on our own to explore.  Many students enjoyed the barracks and the hospital but 

mostly enjoyed the Guardhouse which stored most of the weapons.   

Students in grades Kindergarten through Sixth grades attended the Nebraska State Fair -- 

Nebraska's Largest Classroom -- on August 28th. Students learned about STEAM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) in the Nebraska building. Fifth and Sixth graders 

taught Kindergarten students through Fourth Graders how to make Kimohimi bracelets using 

an intricate weaving technique that uses counting and fine motor skills that they originally 

learned from the Nebraska State Weavers Guild. Kindergarteners through Second Graders 

were able to see how technology enhances the agricultural 

process and saves producers money and how sometimes they 

may lose money, pending sale prices. They also got to see 

sharks, sea lions, and pig races. They learned the difference 

between seals and sea lions lies in the flippers and the ears. 

Sea Lions have large flippers and ear flaps whereas seals have 

small flippers and ear holes. Our students walked over 17, 500 

steps and gained a wealth of knowledge.  

Elementary students attend State Fair 















October 2018 Counselor Corner 

Fall has arrived.  

10 TIPS TO KEEP KIDS SAFE ONLINE 

Limits on Screen Time 

● Keep Screens in a Public/area 

● Set Limits 

● Wait on Social Media 

● Put your kids’ phone (tablet, computer, etc,) to bed 

● Use monitoring Software 

Cyber Smarts 

● Educate 

● Trust your gut 

● Think long-term 

● Encourage open communication 

Social Media & Special Needs Students 

●  Be extra proactive with kids with special needs 

(JSC blog 2018) 

October testing 

Juniors will be taking the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) on Tuesday, October 2, 2018.  They will also 

receive their results later that same day.  ASVAB is the military placement test but also measures student knowledge and ability in 

several areas.  This has a career exploration section which gives sutdnets and opportunity to learn more about themselves and the 

world of work, to identify and explore potential goals, and develop a strategy to help get to those goals.   

Sophomores will be taking the PreACT on October 24th.   This test is very similar to the ACT test but shorter in length.  It tests on 

all four ACT test subjects: English, math, reading, and science.  The results predict future success on the ACT test, provide 

current achievement as well as projected ACT scores (1-36) on the ACT test they take as juniors.  Students may begin sharing 

their information with colleges and scholarship agencies.  The interest inventory provides students with a personalized view of 

colleges and career alignments. Sophomores may study for the PreACT as they would for the ACT.  Mrs. Poland has the 

information needed to provide this service to our sophomores.    

College Tours 

The sophomore class toured Central Community College in Hastings on September 24th.  They got to eat lunch on campus as well 

as tour many buildings.  September 25th was the College Fair at Kearney High which the Juniors and Seniors attended.  They had 

the opportunity to meet with college representatives from across the state.  We encourage all seniors and juniors to tour colleges 

of the interest.  This provides additional information to parents and students as students begin to decide where they wish to attend 

college.  Remember, 2-year and 4-year colleges are important to visit.  College Planning Bulletin 

 

ACT Test Dates 

Registered for October 27th national ACT test?  Remember to study with our OnToCollege ACT Test preparation.   December 8th 

registration deadline is November 2nd.  Go to www.act.org to register.  Some students may qualify for an ACT fee waiver.  Please 



have your student contact Mrs. Poland to inquire.  Seniors, remember to use the John Baylor OnToCollege website 

to review for your ACT test.  Juniors, see Mrs. Poland to get a jump on studying for your ACT tests. 

 

Scholarships  

There is a scholarship opportunity for students taking dual-enrollment college courses. Students participating in 

dual-enrollment college courses or early admit programs, are encouraged to apply or the Access College Early 

(ACE) Scholarship if they show financial need. This state and federally-funded scholarship will pay tuition and 

mandatory fees at participating Nebraska colleges. Applications will be reviewed by Nebraska’s Coordinating 

Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE). If you have questions, contact myself or Ritchie Morrow, 

Financial Aid Coordinator, CCPE, ritchie.morrow@nebraska.gov or 402.471.0032. 

 

For local and state scholarships, visit Scholarship Quest at EducationQuest.org.  It is never too early to 

begin searching for scholarships as well as making your list of strengths, volunteer activities, and other 

notable characteristics about yourself.   

Prepare for the FAFSA with free programs and resources 

If you’re a senior, it’s time to start preparing for the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). You’ll 

complete the form after October 1 and typically, before April 1 depending on your college’s priority deadline. 

Colleges will use your FAFSA results to determine how much they will award you in federal, state and college-

based financial aid.  

 

The following Education link will help you learn more about the financial aid process and the FAFSA 

http://www.educationquest.org Kearney office 308-234-6310. Follow them on Facebook and 

Twitter! 

Apply 2 College day (sponsored by Education Quest) at our school  was held Tuesday, 

September 11, 2018.  Spec ial Thank you to Heather Paitz for taking time our of her day to help seniors 

apply to colleges.  We have heard from a few already.  Congratulations, Marrisa Zentz for being accepted 

to UNL and UNK!! 

Education Quest’s Financial Aid Night (Junior/Senior parents)  will be held 

on Monday, October 8, 2018 in the High School Library beginning at 6:00 P.M.  This will be distance 

learning but Education Quest specialists will be on the other end ready to answer questions. They take 

students and parents through application processes, the FAFSA form, as well as answer any general 

questions.   

NAME: Susan Poland  

SCHOOL: Litchfield Public Schools 

CLASS: PreK-12 School Counselor  

SCHOOL PHONE: (308)-446-2244 ext 204 

Email: susan.poland@litchfieldps.org 

Website:  https://sites.google.com/a/litchfieldps.org/mrspoland/ 





Both of these field trips will fit in greatly with our science and Nebraska History that 

we our studying this year.  I know that we will relive and discuss much of what we 

experienced throughout the year.   

September Superintendent Report 

Litchfield Public Schools 

September 17, 2018 

2nd Reading for School Food Procurement Policy Change required by NDE 

-Policy 802.07 School Food Procurement 

Changes on first page and bulleted items.  Raising the amount to $250,000 from $150,000 as to which procurement 

procedure we will follow.  Then under Micro-Purchase Procedures, the guidelines raised from $3,500 to $10,000 that you 

follow. 

Motion: Move to enact the Policy 802.07 with 2nd reading. 

Shop Equipment 

 We’ve talked about updating equipment in the shop.   The hand out that I have included in the packet is information that 

Mr. Johnson has found on the research he did looking for a table saw with the “Stop Saw” technology to save kids 

fingers.  Mr. Johnson will be here to answer questions. 

Enrollment Numbers for 2018-2019 as of September 11, 2018 

Pre-K   21  7th Grade    5  Total Enrollment 121 

Kindergarten  10  8th Grade    5  Last Year  118 

1st Grade    6  9th Grade  13  2yrs ago  101 

2nd Grade    8  10th Grade    6 

3rd Grade    9  11th Grade    8 

4th Grade    5  12th Grade    9 

5th Grade    8  7-12 total  46 

6th Grade    8    

PK-6th   75     

Americanism Committee 

By the guidelines in Rule 10, we are to have an Americanism Committee formed from the board education that reviews 

the social studies curriculum.  Need three board members to be appointed to this committee.  

Building & Grounds  

-New exit doors to the west in both locker rooms should be starting to be installed Monday, September 17th. 

-Have not gotten anything back from Miller Associates about the cost to survey and fixed the road. 

-Any other long range plans that the board would like to discuss or further explore 

District Audit 

The school district’s audit has been scheduled for October 15th. This is an in-house audit of the district’s financial records 

for the 2017-18 school year will occur that day. 

State Education Conference  

Last month I put in your packets the pamphlet for NASB’s State Education Conference in Omaha in November 

Graduation Review  



 

BOARD OF 

EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 
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Room. 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION BUDGET HEARING MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

 

 

Members  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Last Notice to act on.   

If you currently get the newsletter and want to 

continue receiving it please read below and contact 

the school to stay on the mailing list. If you contacted 

the school since the last newsletter you need to do 

nothing more and the newsletter will continue to be 

mailed to you. Only those who contacted the school 

with continue to receive the newsletter. 

 

Small Town Times 

New delivery option notice 

This will be the last newsletter mailed to all boxholders AND addressed mailings in the district.  

We have several options for you to still get the information.  If the options below do not work 

for you then please call the school, email Lynette Finley at: lynette.finley@litchfieldps.org, or 

return the form below to the school to get on the mailing list for future newsletters.  Be sure to 

include the name and address of where you want the paper sent by mail. If you would like a 

copy emailed to you please return the form with only your name and email address. 

The newsletter is available on the Litchfield Public Schools website at  

https://www.litchfieldpublicschools.org/.  If you would like a printed copy, and have a child 

attending Litchfield School, then we ask that a copy be sent home with your child. If neither of 

these options work for you, please let us know and we will continue mailing a newsletter to 

you. 

 We don’t want you to miss out on what’s happening at Litchfield Schools.  Please contact the 

school with the information completed below to continue receiving next months newsletter. 

  

 Please continue mailing the Small Town Times to the following address 

  

Name _______________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________ 

City _______________________  State _________   Zip ___________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

Email address __________________________________________ 
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Did   

 You  

  know? 
Celebrating another home-

coming in Litchfield inspired 

the newsletter staff to do some research into 

the past Homecomings at Litchfield.  Read 

inside for  a blast from the past. 
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