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Gym Renovation at 

Litchfield 

Renovations to the “Spartan Gym” were 

completed this summer.  The old spayed 

on cellulose insulation on the ceiling and 

beams has been scraped off or covered 

up.  The beams, basketball standards, and 

walls were painted in April before gradua-

tion.  Then the week after graduation, the 

floor was covered by plywood and the old 

lights and fans were taken down.  When 

school was let out for the summer, it got 

busy in the nearly 50-year old building.  A 

ceiling cover called “Simple Saver” was 

installed and R25 insulation was put into 

the ceiling.   

During this time, a new HVAC system was 

put in as well.  This system will control 

the environment in terms of heating, 

cooling and the humidity in a very energy 

efficient way.  We also put in new, more 

efficient lights and ceiling fans.   

These were needed improvements and 

we are very satisfied with the results of 

the upgrades. 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1JV/V VBALL @ 

Ansley VS  

Sandhills Thedford 

4:00/5 

 

V FBALL @ Ansley Vs. 

Sandhills Thedford 

7:00  Homecoming 

2 

3 4 JH/JV VBall 

3:00/4 vs. Merna @ 

Ansley 

JH/JV FB  5:00/6 

vs. Merna @ 

Ansley 

5 ASVAB testing 8 

am 

V VBALL @ Litch-

field vs Bertrand-

Hildreth/Wilcox 

5:00 

6 7 V VBALL @ 

Overton 5:00 

w/Loomis 

CCC Diesel 

Career Day  

8 V FBALL vs 

South Loup @ 

Callaway 7:00 

No Preschool 

9 JH VBALL @ 

Ansley 9:00 

JV VBALL @ 

Litchfield  9:00 

10 11 V VBALL FKC 

tourney 

JH FBALL &  

VBALL @  

Amherst 1:00 

 

12  Flu Shot 

Clinic 

13 JH 

VBALL @ 

SEM 1:00 

14 Cross 

Country TBD 

FFA meeting 

6:15 

15 V FBALL vs 

Sandhills Valley @ 

Litchfield 7:00 

Grandparents/

Special Friend Day 

16  Minden 

Bandfest 

17 18  No School 

Teacher inservice 

19 V VBALL @ 

Brady 5:00 w/ 

Hi-Line 

20 Inven-

ture Day 

21 First 

Round Foot-

ball playoffs, 

TBD 

22 No preschool 

CC @ Kearney TBD 

 VBALL @ Litchfield 

w/ Loomis & 

Peasanton 

23  ACT Test 

Day 

24 25 V VBALL  

Subdistricts TBD  

26 V VBALL  

Subdisticts TBD 

27 28 29 Halloween Pa-

rade:  1:45 (good 

weather down main 

street) 

State Football 

30  VBALL 

Districts 

31 1  Fall Break No 

school 

     

October 2021 Spartan Activities 

Homecoming Week 



Kaylee Rosentreader 

Birthday:    July 15, 2004 

Nickname:  Kay 

Favorite TV Show: Heartland    

Favorite Subject: Anatomy 

Extra-Curricular Act: FFA, FBLA, One Act, Cheer, Dance,  

   Volleyball, Student Council  

Favorite color:  turquoise 

Favorite Song:  Bless the Broken Road by Rascal Flatts 

Favorite Hangout: Anywhere with friends or family 

Most prized possession: a blanket my grandma made me when I  

   was  little 

Favorite HS memory: watching Nathan and Caden trying to  

   take care of a purrble. (fake cat in Mrs.  

   Polands room) 

 

 

      Emily Mostek 

 
Birthday:  October 12, 2004 
 
Nickname:  Em     
 
Favorite TV Show: Outer Banks/All American 
 
Favorite Subject: Chemistry 
 
Extra-curricular Act: Dance, One Act, FBLA, FFA, Basketball 
 
Favorite color:  teal 
 
Favorite Song:  Life is a Highway-Rascal Flatts 
 
Favorite Hangout: Anywhere with friends 
 
Favorite Possession: My dog 
 
Favorite HS Memory: Watching Nathan throw a milk carton  
   and his flip phone on top of the brick building  
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New PE Teacher and Coach, Dave Shields 

Dave Shields has joined the Litchfield teaching staff as K-12 PE and weights 

teacher.  Mr. Shields is also coaching assistant HS football, JH football, Head HS 

girls basketball, and Jr. High Track.  Litchfield School is Mr. Shields first teaching 

job as he graduated from Hastings College last Spring.  He has enjoyed his time 

at Litchfield and likes how respectful the kids are.   

Mr. Shields grew up and went to school in Omaha.  When he’s not busy with 

school activities he enjoys bowling, golf, cooking, and spending time back in 

Omaha watching his siblings at their activities.  Mr. Shields not only enjoys bowl-

ing as a hobby but is very competitive at the sport.  Welcome Mr. Shields.  We 

hope you enjoy your time at Litchfield. 

  

 

              Kindergarten Class Visits State Fair 

 
Dean Kratzer Receives 44 Years of 

Service Plaque 

Dean Kratzer (above right) received a service plaque 

from Superintendent Wade Finley during halftime of the 

Pleasanton football game on September 17th.  The 

plaque honored Kratzer for his 44 years of service to  

Litchfield public schools as a bus/route driver.  Four of 

these years were also spent as a board member.  Thanks 

Dean for your many years of service to the Litchfield 

School District.  



Sitting left to right: Owen Hartman, Kaden Stunkel, Zach Grave, Jacob Heapy, Carter Moore, Bentley  , Josh Lewis, Zach Loy 

Kneeling left to right: Student Manager Jimmy Fletcher, Luke Bailey, Dillon Haines, Ashton Behmerwohld, Andy Cash,  Michael 

Smith, Isaac , Ryan Bailey, Student Manager ? 

3rd row left to right: Calvin Finley, Sam Loy, Nathan Wardyn, Gavin Cole, Caden Holm, Cooper Slingsby, Cody Nelson, Gavin Barella 

Back row left to right; student manager, Owen Cunningham, Coach Fernau, Coach Kaslon, Leyton Rohde, Coach Shields, Coach 

Kuhlanek,  

High School  

Football  

Football team 3-1 at midway point with big win over Pleasanton 

The Spartan Football team showed grit and stamina in the first district win game over Pleasanton on September 17 at Li-

tchfield.  The game was back and forth until the middle of the fourth quarter when the Spartans scored on a TD run from 

Slingsby and conversion catch to Cole.  This put the score at 44-40 which remained the final score as the Spartans stopped 

the Bulldogs final attempt down the field. This was the first game of district play and was a huge win for the Spartans.  The 

stats of the game were as close as the score.  Total yards for the Spartans were 331 and 311 for the Bulldogs.  Turnovers 

were 4 for Ansley Litchfield with the Bulldogs only having 2. The Spartans will be action on the 25th at Sargent (Twin Loup 

and then again against district leader Sandhills Thedford in Ansley for the Homecoming game. 



Floor left to right: Carli Bailey, Mariah Brott,  Kaylee Rosentreader, Chancey Hobblyn-Bittner, Audrey Hogg, Kaylee Rhode, Peyton 

Henry 

Kneeling left to right: Lindsey McAuliff, Grady Cunningham, Kerrie Ryan, Clarissa Dowdy, Haley Razicky, Tyra Sekutera 

Standing left to right: Student manager Ava Paitz, Student manager Maddie Loy, Shamane Zentz, Coach Smith, Sophia Bariela, 

Student manager Caydence Feldman, Student Manager Garittee Smith 

Top row: Coach Kuhlanek, Zoe Barela, Katherine Paitz, Brandy Slocum, Jessie Carr, Coach Drew 

Kneeling left to right: 

Kiera Bailey, Asia Lyon, Caydence Feld-

man, Addie Rhode, 

Standing: Kaleb McAlevy, Brady Wil-

licott Coach Schirmer, Joselyn Ambroz, 

Colten Clay 

Cross Country Team 

High School Volleyball 



 

Floor left to right: Justice Zentz, Aliza Ellison, Kiera Bailey, Asia Lyon, Caydence Feldman, Garittee Smith, Gracie Reitz, Malynn 

Boyles, Cheyenne Wilcoxon, Maddie Loy, Kylie Zulkoski, Ava Paitz, Addie Gibbons, Brooke Fecht,  Ida Gross 

Standing left to right: Topanga Boyles, Coach Drew, Patsy Fowler, Jaedyn Mattos, Clysta Brott, Bailey Hawkins, Coach Smith, 

Alex Lucas 

Sitting left to right: Colten Clay, Joey Gibbons, Ben , Donald ,  

Kneeling: Braden Eberle, Carsen Moore, Casey Williams, Owen Cunningham, Braden Ybarra, Trenton DeHart 

Standing: Jimmy Fletcher, Coach Wagner, Coach Shields, Coach Kuhlanek, Wesley Fowler 

Jr. High Volleyball Team 

 



 

Floor left to right: Lyndsie McAuliff, 

Jessie Carr, Mariah Brott, Kaylee 

Rosentreader 

Sitting: Jordyn Ellison, Emily Mostek 

Sponsors: Danielle McAuliff, Tammy 

Nichols 

Sitting:Jessie Carr, Jordyn Ellison, Zoe Barela, Shamane Zentz, Kaylee Rosentreader 

Standing: Gradie Cunningham, Sponsor Danielle McAuliff, Mariah Brott, Sponsor Tammy Nichols, Lyndsie McAuliff 
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Apply to College Day Biggest in Years 

Nine seniors at Litchfield took the morning of September 14th to apply to interested colleges on the designated Apply to Col-

lege Day.  The seniors applied to a total of 16 different colleges across 3 states, with multiple applications made to several col-

leges.  Guidance Counselor, Susan Poland assisted the students in applying to colleges.  Joining the efforts was CCC recruiter 

and the area National Guard recruiter, Jeremy Cissel.  The colleges applied to by the seniors are listed below.   

Northeast Community College  Southeast Community College  Wayne State 

Central Community College  Nebraska Wesleyan   Northwest Missouri State 

Hastings College    UNL     Concordia University 

UNO     Kirkwood, Iowa Community College UNK 

Colorado State University   Iowa Western Community College  South Dakota State 

Peru State 

 



Spartan Volleyball season 

underway 

The volleyball season has seen lots of action so 

far this season.  A veteran squad returning has 

posted a record of 4-5 as of mid September. 

The Spartans have played lots of competitive 

teams and bigger classes with wins against 

Arcadia/Loup City and Mullen.  With the ex-

ception of one game, the girls have won at 

least one set in every game. 

The Spartans earned 2nd place in the Seven 

Valleys Tournament on September 11th at 

Callaway. FKC play starts October 11th.  Good-

luck to the Spartans for the remainder of the 

season. 

FBLA holds Recruitment 

Party 

Litchfield hosted the annual 

recruitment party for current 

and new members.  Eleven 

members spent the night play-

ing sand volleyball and enjoying 

rootbeer floats. 



October 2021 Counselor Corner 

Happy Fall! 

Five Ways to Protect Students from Social Media 
 Establish Clear Boundaries 

Think Substitutes 
Teach Moderation 
Ready them for Face-to-Face Relationships 
Enable Them to Discover Purpose 
 

Worry time technique for anxious or worried kids. 
 Decide on a worry time period. 
 Set aside your worries. 
 Use coping strategies and mindfulness activities to return to the present moment. 
 Use that designated worry time to discuss the worries. 
  

October testing 

Juniors will be taking the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) on Tuesday, October 5, 2021. ASVAB is the mili-

tary placement test but also measures student knowledge and ability in several areas.  This has a career exploration section that 

gives students an opportunity to learn more about themselves and the world of work, to identify and explore potential goals, and 

to develop a strategy to help get to those goals.   

 

Sophomores will be taking the PreACT on October 27th.  This test is very similar to the ACT test but shorter in length.  It tests on 

all four ACT test subjects: English, math, reading, and science.  The results predict future success on the ACT test, provide cur-

rent achievement as well as projected ACT scores (1-36) on the ACT test they take as juniors.  Students may begin sharing their 

information with colleges and scholarship agencies.  The interest inventory provides students with a personalized view of colleg-

es and career alignments. Sophomores may study for the PreACT as they would for the ACT. Sophomores, you have an OnTo-

College account where you can prepare for the PreACT test.  Please see Mrs. Poland for more information. 

 

College Tours 

 

The Juniors attended the EducationQuest sponsored College Fair on September 13th in Broken Bow and had the opportunity to 

meet with over 35 colleges, specialty colleges, and military representatives.   

 

The Virtual College Fairs sponsored by Education Quest are October 12th from 9 am to 12 pm, November 10th from 5 pm. to 8 

pm, and December 8th from 9 am to 12 pm.  You can go to eqf.org/collegefair to register.  We encourage all seniors and juniors 

to tour colleges of their interest.  This provides additional information to parents and students as students begin to decide where 

they wish to attend college.  Remember, 2-year and 4-year colleges are important to visit.   

 

ACT Test Dates 

Registered for October 23rd  national ACT test?  Remember to study with our OnToCollege ACT Test preparation.   December 

11th registration deadline is November 6th.  Go to www.act.org to register.  Some students may qualify for an ACT fee waiver.  

Please have your student contact Mrs. Poland to inquire.  Seniors, remember to use the John Baylor OnToCollege website and 

ACT Academy to review for your ACT test.  Juniors, keep up on your OnToCollege and review any material as we go.  Utilize 

Khan Academy to help review material, too. 

 

Scholarships  

There is a scholarship opportunity for students taking dual-enrollment college courses. Students participating in dual-enrollment 

college courses or early admit programs are encouraged to apply for the Access College Early (ACE) Scholarship if they show 



financial need. This state and federally-funded scholarship will pay tuition and mandatory fees at participating Nebraska colleges. 

Applications will be reviewed by Nebraska’s Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE). If you have questions, 

contact me or Ritchie Morrow, Financial Aid Coordinator, CCPE, ritchie.morrow@nebraska.gov, or 402.471.0032. 

 

For local and state scholarships, visit Scholarship Quest at EducationQuest.org.  It is never too early to begin searching for scholar-

ships as well as making your list of strengths, volunteer activities, and other notable characteristics about yourself.   

Prepare for the FAFSA with free programs and resources 

 

If you’re a senior, it’s time to start preparing for the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). You’ll complete the form 

after October 1 and typically, before April 1 depending on your college’s priority deadline. Colleges will use your FAFSA results to 

determine how much they will award you in federal, state, and college-based financial aid.  

 

The following Education link will help you learn more about the financial aid process and the FAFSA http://

www.educationquest.org Kearney office 308-234-6310. Follow them on Facebook and Twitter! 

FAFSA Webinars   

EducationQuest will be conducting several FAFSA tutorial virtual events throughout the months of October and November.  Please 

check out their website to register for the fall webinars.   

 

Apply 2 College day (sponsored by Education Quest) at our school was held Tuesday, September 14, 2021.  Students com-

pleted over 20 applications to colleges.  Nice job Seniors for getting a jump start on your future!!  Many have been accepted into 

colleges!! 

Education Quest’s Financial Aid Webinar (Junior/Senior parents)  was held on Monday, September 20, 2021, in the 

High School Library.   Education Quest specialists were via distance learning ready to answer discussed ways to receive financial aid.   

EVENTS In October/November 

October 5th:  ASVAB Testing--Juniors 

October 12th:  EducationQuest Virtual College Fair 

October 13th:  National Guard Armory College/Career Fair--Sophomores 

October 19th:  ASVAB Interpretation--Juniors 

October 20th:   INVENTURE Day--8th graders 

October 27th:  PreACT test--Sophomores 

November 3rd:  Connect the Dots--Freshmen 

 

NAME: Susan Poland  

SCHOOL: Litchfield Public Schools 

CLASS: PreK-12 School Counselor  

SCHOOL PHONE: (308)-446-2244 ext 204 

Email: susan.poland@litchfieldps.org 

Website:  https://sites.google.com/a/litchfieldps.org/mrspoland/ 



September Superintendent Report 

Litchfield Public Schools 

September 13, 2021 

 

Enrollment Numbers for 2021-2022 as of September 9, 2021 

Pre-K 3yr    5      Total Enrollment 113 

            4yr    5  7th Grade    6 

Kindergarten    9  8th Grade    9  Last Year  107 

1st Grade    7  9th Grade    6  2 yrs. ago  121 

2nd Grade   15  10th Grade    4                   3 yrs. Ago  121 

3rd Grade   10  11th Grade    6  4 yrs. ago  118 

4th Grade    6  12th Grade    9 

5th Grade    9  7-12 total  40 (+5 to last year) 

6th Grade    7    

PK-6th              73 (+1 to last year)  

 

ESSER III Funds:  Allocation of Funds Discussion 

I will give the board an update with our ESSER III federal funds application.  Open to discuss how the 

district will allocate the funds. 

 

Long Range Planning 

 

Review of Return to Learn Plan 

For the ESSER III we must review our plan every six months until September 2023.  

  

Would like to discuss with the board guidelines for confirmed COVID cases with students or personnel. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LITCHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

September 13, 2021 

 

President Mitch Feldman called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Members Present:  Mitch Feldman, Marie Sweley, Bill Howard, and Cole Lewandowski. 

 

Visitors:  

 

President Mitch Feldman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the 

Open Meetings Law is posted on the wall of the meeting room, and also indicated the in-

structions for those who wish to speak during the public forum.  

 

Cole Lewandowski made a motion to excuse Jim Holm and April Gross from the meeting. 

Second by Bill Howard. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Marie Sweley made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting as written. 

Second by Bill Howard. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

The treasurer reported a General Fund Statement beginning balance of $307,065.80, gen-

eral funds receipts $81,267.53, and actual cash available in general fund of $123,075.07 in 

the district treasury.  Payroll and claims in the amount of $276,993.66 were presented for 

payment.   Marie Sweley made a motion to pay the claims. Second by Cole Lewandowski.   

Motion carried 4-0. 



 

Matt Drew discussed P/T Conferences upcoming next Thursday, Completed Fall Testing, Joint 

Band Practice Thursday as plan to play together for Homecoming, and One-Act has begun 

with Great participation. 

 

Wade Finley reported Enrollments Numbers for the 2021-2022 as of September 9th, 2021. ES-

SER III Funds and the Allocation of funds discussion. Long range Planning was discussed and 

Review of our Return to Learn Plan.  

 

Enrollment numbers are Pre-K 10, Kindergarten 9, 1st 7, 2nd 15, 3rd 10, 4th 6, 5th 9, 6th 7, 7th 6, 

8th 9, 9th 6, 10th 4, 11th 6, and 12th 9. 

 

Discussion was had on projects to keep in mind for long range planning and to get input from 

the teachers also and will bring to the next board meeting.  Discussion on Covid Protocols to 

keep us in school and what administration should do if we were to have an outbreak. 

 

Marie Sweley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m. Second by Cole Lewan-

dowski. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Education will be at 7:30 p.m. on Octo-

ber 18, 2021.  The agenda is a continuous agenda and is available for examination during reg-

ular hours at the office of the Superintendent.  Public notice of the meeting will be given in 

the Small Town Times Newsletter and in the Sherman County Times. 

 

                                                                                        Marie Sweley  

                          Board Secretary 

           

           





Principal/AD Report 

Matt Drew 

9.13.21 

 

1. Parent/Teacher Conferences 

a. Sep 23, 20214:00-7:00 

2. Completed Fall Testing 

a. Setting up reading interventions 

b. Nebraska Reads protocols 

3. Joint Band Practice Thursday 

a. Plan to play together for Homecoming 

4. One-Act has begun 

a. Great Participation 
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Welcome Fall 


