
Litchfield School 

500 N. Main 

Litchfield, NE  68852 

308-446-2244 

Contact info: Lynette.finley@litchfieldps.org 

October 2020 
 

Important events at 

Litchfield: 

School Pictures October 

1st 

 

FBLA Canned Food Drive 

Grades k-12; Oct 26-30 

 

FBLA Trick or Treat for 

Cans Community Drive 

October 29th 

 

FBLA Adopt-A-Highway 

Trash Pickup 

October 17th  

 

No School October 19th 

 

First round of Football 

Playoffs October 22nd  

 

Volleyball Sub Districts 

October 26th 

 

FFA Fruit Sales Begin  

October 15th—end of 

month 

 

Fall Break October 30th 

 

smalltown TIMES 

2020 Homecoming King and Queeen:  Derik Linden and Sydnee Sweley 

Crownbearers were Trace Mack-Sekutera and Taya Mack-Sekutera 
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    Homecoming 2020    

 

By Zyruss Fauss, newsletter staff 

Homecoming 2020  was just as exciting like it normally is . During homecoming week  the student council 

members set up dress days for students and staff to participate in . The days were: Pajama day, game board 

day, beach day, and Spartan spirit day. This years pep rallies were held separately at each school due to 

COVID but it was still very exciting and entertaining . 

To kick things off at the pep rally the band played the school anthem. For the homecoming games  the sen-

iors played the teachers in frisbee kickball with the teachers  winning by one point. The volleyball players ran 

a relay race with football gear and the football players  played a short volleyball game.  

The Spartan football team played an amazing homecoming game winning 44-8 against Axtell. The crown 

bearers were Trace and Taya Mack—Sekutera. Last years  royalty handed off the crowns to this years Home-

coming King and Queen which was Derik Linden and Sydnee Sweley 

  The volleyball team played one game during Homecoming week against  Axtell. They played well but 

lost a very close game in the 5th set  

 

  

Left to right:  

Kaleb Rosentreader,  Ethan Sohrweid,  Seth Willenberg,  Trace Mack-Sekutera ,  Derik Linden, Sydnee Sweley, Taya  Mack-

Sekutera, Rebecca Mostek, Kayden Lucas and Rilee Howard  



 



        Sports Shorts  
By Shamane Zentz, sports writer 

     Spartans Vs Anselmo Merna 

On Thursday, August 27th the Spartan football team traveled to Anselmo-Merna to play their first game of 

the season. Ansley-Litchfield took the advantage early in the game due to turnovers by the Coyotes. The 

Spartans went up 14-0 on a pair of Hunter Arehart touchdowns. Midway through the second quarter, the 

Coyotes tied the game 14-14. Merna was in a crisis in the fourth quarter due to Calvin Finley’s 60-yard 

touchdown off a fumble recovery.  His touch 

down put the team ahead of Merna and the next 

play by Cooper Slingsby gave the Spartans a 34-

22 lead. In the end, Ansley-Litchfield was able to 

run the clock and get the ball back, but was una-

ble to score. With five seconds remaining in the 

game, the Spartan defense was scrambling to 

end the game. Kolby Larson came up with an in-

terception and return for a touchdown on the 

final play of the game. The Spartans won the  

game 40-28 as a season opener.  

Homecoming Game Highlights 
Spartans Vs. Axtell 

 
On September 11th the Ansley-Litchfield Spartans hosted a game against the Axtell Wildcats. Spartan play-

ers Calvin Finley and Hunter Arehart were both sidelined with ankle injuries. This game was the homecom-

ing game, so the Spartans were determined to win. In the first quarter the Spartans scored two touch-

downs made by Tycen Bailey and Leyton Rohde. The quarter score was 12-0 with the Spartans ahead. 

Quarter two we scored two more touchdowns, once again by Tycen Bailey and a run in by Cooper Slingsby. 

The Wildcats scored on a long drive and the second 

quarter ended 24-8.  In the third quarter the Spar-

tans and Wildcats both went scoreless. The last 

quarter the Spartans managed to score a total of 

three touchdowns. The first touchdown was made 

by Leyton Rohde, followed by Cooper Slingsby and 

then a short run in by Sam Loy. The Spartans cap-

tured their second win of the season with 44-8 vic-

tory.  The Spartans definitely followed the home-

coming theme of “Caging the Cats.” The Spartans 

will be in action next against neighboring rival 

Pleasanton on September 18 at Pleasanton.   Above:  #15 Gavin Cole going in for the sack against Merna (picture cour-

tesy of Mike Bailey) 

Above: #2 Calvin Finley zero’s in for the tackle with #17  

Caden Holm getting past his block (picture courtesy of Mike Bailey) 



 

Sports Recap Volleyball 

 

On September 1st, the Ansley-Litchfield Spartans Volleyball team hosted game against the Shelton Bull-

dogs. The Spartans came out fired up and took the first set 25-19. Roles reversed in the second set as 

the Bulldogs took control and won the set 25-22. The Spartans gained some momentum and was able to 

still win in the third set 25-23. In the fourth set Ansley-Litchfield lost their momentum, with Shelton tak-

ing advantage of it and winning the set 25-13. During the fifth set with the Spartans were determined to 

win, but the Bulldogs were just as determined. Shelton taking the set 15-12. Head Coach Jamee Smith 

said, “Our serving was much more effective and our scrappy game play kept us competitive.” She was 

also very impressed with the turnaround performance that Audrey Hogg and Mariah Brott did great off 

the bench. Coach Smith included; “We struggle with finishing our games. We have shown good skills 

and have the capability to win, we just need to have confidence in ourselves.” Good job Lady Spartans. 

The Spartans are in action September 10 against Axtell at Axtell.  

Above: Katherine Paitz sets the ball for teammate 

Audrey Hogg (picture courtesy of Mike Bailey) 



Five seniors completed 15 college  

Applications on Apply 2 College Day.  

Thanks Mrs. Poland for getting these 

kids a head start. 



Senior Spotlight 
Sydnee Sweley 

 

Birthday- December 10, 2002    

 

Nickname- Syd, Squid, Supersyd, Syd kid 

 

Favorite TV show- Supernatural 

 

Favorite Subject- Math 

 

 Extracurricular Activities- Gymnastics, Volleyball, Basketball, Cheer, Dance, FFA, One Act 

 

Favorite color- Hunters orange 

 

Favorite Song- Replay by Iyaz 

 

Favorite Hangout- Deer stand in pasture/ anywhere outdoors 

 

Most Prized Possession- A quilt in memory of my grandparents 

 

Favorite High School Memory- Van rides to cheer at a football game 



Body Butter or “Bug Butter” 

The Spartan Travelers are selling The Epoch Body Butter, otherwise 

known as Bug Butter.  Cost is $35.00 a tube and to mail anywhere an 

additional $4.00  Thanks for your support!! 

 

You can contact Ansley or Litchfield Schools. 

OR a Spartan Traveler. 

 

Mrs. Parr   Gradie Cunningham 

Mrs. Evans   Jocelyn Ambriz 

Audrey Hogg  Cody Nelson 

Chancey Hoblyn Bittner 

Chloe Ellison  Kaylee Rosentraeder 



Left to Right Front Row: Karter Moore, Ely Dehart, Joshua Lewis, Pacen Trent, Ryan Bailey, Kaden Stunkel, Cody Nelson 

2nd Row: Owen Hartman, Jacob Heapy, Sam Loy, Chase Racicky, Ashton Behmerwohld, Calvin Finley 

3rd Row: Nathan Wardyn, Cooper Slingsby, Leyton Rohde, Gavin Cole, Mike Smith, Dillion Haines, Zach Loy 

4th Row: Hunter Arehart, Garrison Fernau, Jackson Henry, Evan Samuelson, Tycen Bailey, Collin Arehart 

5th Row: Coach Jeffery Cunningham, Coach Cannon Blauvelt, Caden Holm, Coach Kurt Kulhanek, Kolby Larson, Coach Garrod Fernau, 

Coach Neil Kaslon 

Left to Right Front Row: Landon Johnstone, Luke Bailey, Bently Dehart, Kaedun Goodman, Kolten 

Clay 

2nd Row: Owen Cunningham, Isaac O’Brien, Chayton Jensen, Wesley Fowler, Lane Slocum, Jacob 

Hoblyn-Bittner  

JR. High Football 

Varsity Football 2020 



Left to Right Front Row: Carli Bailey, Syndee Sweley, Halie Racicky, Starla Divine, Brandi Slocum 

2nd Row: Student Manager Lakota Jenkins, Katherine Paitz, Hannah Speer, Peyton Henry, Shamane Zentz, Student Manager Crystal Brott 

3rd Row: Student Manager Caydence Feldman, Student Manager Ava Paitz, Kaylee Rosentreader, Mariah Brott, Lyndsie McAuliff, Student 

Manager Brooke Fecht 

4th Row: Coach Lindsey Kulhanek, Coach Bevin Drew, Gradie Cunningham, Chloe Ellison, Audrey Hogg, Chancey Hoblyn-Bittner, Kaylee Rohde, 

Head Coach Jamee Smith  

Front Left to Right: Bailey Hawkins, Tyra Sekutera, Topanga Boyles, Jordyn Ellison, Clysta Brott, Jessi Carr 

2nd Row: Ida Gross, Kailea Vogel, Caydence Feldman, Gracie Ritchie, Brooke Fecht, Ava Paitz, Gracie Reitz 

Back Row: Coach Linsey Kulhanek, Mahaya Jones, Klarissa Dowdy, Kerry Ryan, Malynn Boyles, Coach Bevin Drew  

Not pictured: Candance Poff 

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL 2020 
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October 2020 Counselor Corner 

 

Happy Fall! 

 

Five Ways to Protect Students from Social Media 

 Establish Clear Boundaries 

Think Substitutes 

Teach Moderation 

Ready them for Face-to-Face Relationships 

Enable Them to Discover Purpose 

 

Worry time technique for anxious or worried kids. 

 Decide on a worry time period. 

 Set aside your worries. 

 Use coping strategies and mindfulness activities to return to the present moment. 

 Use that designated worry time to discuss the worries. 

  

 

October testing 

Juniors will be taking the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) on Tuesday, October 6, 2020. ASVAB is the mili-

tary placement test but also measures student knowledge and ability in several areas.  This has a career exploration section which 

gives students an opportunity to learn more about themselves and the world of work, to identify and explore potential goals, and 

develop a strategy to help get to those goals.   

 

Sophomores will be taking the PreACT on October 8th   This test is very similar to the ACT test but shorter in length.  It tests on 

all four ACT test subjects: English, math, reading, and science.  The results predict future success on the ACT test, provide current 

achievement as well as projected ACT scores (1-36) on the ACT test they take as juniors.  Students may begin sharing their infor-

mation with colleges and scholarship agencies.  The interest inventory provides students with a personalized view of colleges and 

career alignments. Sophomores may study for the PreACT as they would for the ACT. Sophomores, you have an OnToCollege 

account where you can prepare for the PreACT test.  Please see Mrs. Poland for more information. 

 

College Tours 

 

The Juniors and Seniors attended the EducationQuest sponsored Virtual College Fair September 27-September 31. They had the 

opportunity to meet with over 90 colleges.  The Virtual College Fair recordings will be available until December 1, 2020.  There 

were also webinars covering applying to colleges, financial aid, choosing a major, and paying for college held.  We encourage all 

seniors and juniors to tour colleges of their interest.  This provides additional information to parents and students as students begin 

to decide where they wish to attend college.  Remember, 2-year and 4-year colleges are important to visit.   

 

ACT Test Dates 

Registered for October 10th, 17th, 24th, or 25th  national ACT test?  Remember to study with our OnToCollege ACT Test prepa-

ration, ACT online or ACT Academy.   December 12th registration deadline is November 6th.  Go to www.act.org to register.  



Some students may qualify for an ACT fee waiver.  Please have your student contact Mrs. Poland to inquire.  Seniors, remember to 

use the John Baylor OnToCollege website and ACT Academy to review for your ACT test.  Juniors, keep up on your ACT Academy 

class and review any material as we go.  Utilize Khan Academy to help review material, too. 

 

Scholarships  

There is a scholarship opportunity for students taking dual-enrollment college courses. Students participating in dual-enrollment col-

lege courses or early admit programs are encouraged to apply or the Access College Early (ACE) Scholarship if they show financial 

need. This state and federally-funded scholarship will pay tuition and mandatory fees at participating Nebraska colleges. Applica-

tions will be reviewed by Nebraska’s Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education (CCPE). If you have questions, contact 

myself or Ritchie Morrow, Financial Aid Coordinator, CCPE, ritchie.morrow@nebraska.gov or 402.471.0032. 

 

For local and state scholarships, visit Scholarship Quest at EducationQuest.org.  It is never too early to begin searching for scholar-

ships as well as making your list of strengths, volunteer activities, and other notable characteristics about yourself.   

Prepare for the FAFSA with free programs and resources 

If you’re a senior, it’s time to start preparing for the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). You’ll complete the form 

after October 1 and typically, before April 1 depending on your college’s priority deadline. Colleges will use your FAFSA results to 

determine how much they will award you in federal, state and college-based financial aid.  

 

The following Education link will help you learn more about the financial aid process and the FAFSA http://

www.educationquest.org Kearney office 308-234-6310. Follow them on Facebook and Twitter! 

Apply 2 College day (sponsored by Education Quest) at our school  was held Tuesday, September 10, 2019.  Students com-

pleted over 20 applications to colleges.  Nice job Seniors for getting a jump start on your future!!  Many have been accepted into 

colleges!! 

Education Quest’s Financial Aid Night (Junior/Senior parents)  was held on Monday, September 14, 2020, in the High 

School Library.   Education Quest specialists were via distance learning ready to answer questions. They took students and parents 

through the FAFSA application processes, the FAFSA form, as well as answered any general questions.   

NAME: Susan Poland  

SCHOOL: Litchfield Public Schools 

CLASS: PreK-12 School Counselor  

SCHOOL PHONE: (308)-446-2244 ext 204 

Email: susan.poland@litchfieldps.org 

Website:  https://sites.google.com/a/litchfieldps.org/mrspoland/ 



LITCHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

BUDGET HEARING MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 

 

President Mitch Feldman called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. 

Members Present: Mitch Feldman, April Gross, Steve Heapy, and Marie Sweley. 

 

Administration Present:  Wade Finley 

 

Visitors:   Rebecca Vega and Katheryn Sauer 

 

Wade Finley went over the budget and numbers for the 2020-2021 School year. 

 

Steve Heapy  moved to recommend that the district approve the 2020-21 budget and tax asking as published, with the budget 

total of all funds set at $3,953,868.00 and a total tax asking of $2,464,646.00.00 with a tax levy of .936655. Second by April 

Gross. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

April Gross made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:31 p.m. Second by Steve Heapy. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Education will be at 7:30 p.m. on October 19, 2020.  The agenda is a con-

tinuous agenda and is available for examination during regular hours at the office of the Superintendent.  Public notice of the 

meeting will be given in the Small Town Times Newsletter and in the Sherman County Times.    

                                                             

                                                                                                               

          Marie Sweley  

          Board Secretary 

           

           





 

LITCHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS  

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

September 14, 2020 

 

President Mitch Feldman called the regular meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 

 

Members Present:  Mitch Feldman, Marie Sweley, April Gross, and Steve Heapy.  

 

Visitors:  Rebecca Vega ,and Katheryn Sauer 

 

President Mitch Feldman announced and informed the public that a current copy of the 

Open Meetings Law is posted on the wall of the meeting room, and also indicated the in-

structions for those who wish to speak during the public forum.  

 

April Gross made a motion to excuse Jim Holm and Bill Howard from the meeting. Second 

by Steve Heapy. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

April made a motion to approve the minutes from the last meeting as written. Second by 

Steve Heapy. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

The treasurer reported a balance of $564,673.35 in total of LPS accounts.  Payroll and 

claims in the amount of $270,108.63 were presented for payment.   April Gross made a mo-

tion to pay the claims. Second by Steve Heapy.   Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Matt Drew discussed P/T Conferences upcoming next Thursday, Professional Development 

on Friday, Completed MAP Testing and Fastbridge, COVID Protocols, Access Update, and AD 

stuff. 



 

Wade Finley reported Enrollments Numbers for the 2020-2021 as of September 10th, 2020, 

NASB New title IX Policy Updates, Long range Planning, Covid 19 Update: 2020-2021 School 

year Plans.  

 

Steve Heapy made a motion to Approve the New Title IX Sexual Harassment for Personnel and 

Students. These are the following : Policy 404.12 for Personnel and Policy 504.24 that have 

been prepared by NASB, and approve the Revised Policies as presented 

103.00,402.01,402.15,403.03,404.06,405.00,501.00,504.03,504.14,504.18,504.20,504.21,505

.03,612.05,and 1004.03 Second by Marie Sweley. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Enrollment numbers are Pre-K 14, Kindergarten 6, 1st 16, 2nd 9, 3rd 6, 4th 9, 5th 7, 6th 5, 7th 9, 8th 

6, 9th 14, 10th 6, 11th 9, and 12th 6. 

 

Discussion was had on projects to keep in mind for long range planning and what needs top 

priority and what needs tabled and Board also discussed Covid Protocols why we are where 

we are and what is being done to keep us in school and how the kids are going about follow-

ing the protocols. 

 

Marie Sweley made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 p.m. Second by Steve Heapy. 

Motion carried 4-0. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Education will be at 7:30 p.m. on Octo-

ber 19, 2020.  The agenda is a continuous agenda and is available for examination during reg-

ular hours at the office of the Superintendent.  Public notice of the meeting will be given in 

the Small Town Times Newsletter and in the Sherman County Times. 

 

                                                                                        Marie Sweley  

                          Board Secretary 

           

           





September Superintendent Report 

Litchfield Public Schools 

September 14, 2020 

 

Enrollment Numbers for 2020-2021 as of September 10, 2020 

Pre-K   14  7th Grade    9  Total Enrollment 107 

Kindergarten    6  8th Grade    6  Last Year  121 

1st Grade  16  9th Grade    4  2 yrs. ago  121 

2nd Grade    9  10th Grade    6                   3 yrs. ago                     118 

3rd Grade    6  11th Grade    9  4 yrs. ago  101 

4th Grade    9  12th Grade    6 

5th Grade    7  7-12 total  35 (-9 to last year) 

6th Grade    5    

PK-6th              72 (-5 to last year)  

 

 

NASB New Title IX Policy Updates 

     -404.12 Title IX Sexual Harassment (Personnel Section) 

                   404.12E1 and 404.12R1 Administrative Regulation and Forms. 

 

     -504.24 Title IX Sexual Harassment (Student Section) 

                   504.24E1 and 504.24 R1 Administrative Regulation and Forms. 

 

 

NASB Revised Policy Updates 

     -103.00 Equal Educational Opportunity 

     -402.01 Equal Educational Opportunity 

     -402.15 Staff Conduct with Students 

     -403.03 Abuse by Employees 

     -404.06 Harassment by Employees 

     -405.00 Employee Conduct and Appearance 

     -501.00 Equal Opportunity for Students 

     -504.03 Student Conduct 
     -504.14 Hazing, Initiation, Secret Societies or Gang Activity 

     -504.18 Harassment by Students 

     -504.20 Bullying Prevention 

     -504.21 Dating Violence Prevention 

     -505.03 Suspension and Expulsion of Students 

     -612.05 Individual Education Program and Family Services Plan 

     -1004.03 Live Broadcast or Videotaping 

 

 

 

 



Long Range Planning 

Long range planning update for the board to discuss future plans. 

 

Covid 19 Update:  2020-2021 School Year Plans 

 

    -Why yellow. 

 

    -Essential Worker  

    -Covid Leave-10 covid leave days until December 31st, 2020. 

          I have enclosed the response from the lawyer on how we will administer these. 

    -Coaches Pay 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal/AD Report 

Matt Drew 

9.14.20 
 

1. Parent/Teacher Conferences 

a. September 24 4-7 

b. Elementary signup 

c. Will make available via zoom 

2. Completed MAP Testing and Fastbridge 

a. Intervention groups have been assigned 

b. Nebraska Reads protocols followed 

3. COVID Protocols 

a. Routines for lunch established 

b. Keeping groups separated the main objective 

4. Access Update 

a. IXL and SEL 

5. AD Stuff 

a. Band, finding a parade 

b. COVID protocols for home events 

c. Winter Sports- Boys & Girls D-1 

d. One-Act all but 4 students signed up 
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